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MEETING WITH PRESIDENT THIEU. JANUARY 22, 1972 

1. President Nixon is planning to present the essence of the peace 
plan in simplified form in his talk on Tuesday evening, January 25. 

2. He will not get into the distinction between the agreement in 
principle and the final agreement. In order to explain this distinction 
he would have to discuss our remaining force of technical advisors 
and logistical personnel. This would subject us to immediate 
domestic pressures to remove these also in exchange for prisoners 
once the agreement in principle is signed. President Nixon wants to 
avoid this. 

3. Thus President Nixon presents what is in essence the final agree- 
ment only. This allows him to offer complete withdrawal of all U. S. 
and allied forces, but contingent on all other aspects, including cease- 
fire and new elections being settled at the same time. 

4. He then indicates that we are ready to follow the approach of our 
October proposal if the enemy chooses. In that case, of course, our 
remaining forces would not be withdrawn until there is a final over- 
all settlement. 

5. Finally, he repeats our willingness to go back to the May 1971 
approach of discussing military issues only and leaving political 
questions to the Vietnamese alone. In that case a ceasefire through- 
out Indochina and no further infiltration of outside forces into the 
countries of Indochina would have to be part of the settlement along 
with U. S. /allied withdrawals and prisoner release. 

6. The President believes this is the best and clearest way for him 
to present our position. It avoids charges of trickiness by unsym- 
pathetic critics, highlights again the other side's linking of political 
issues, and makes our position look even more reasonable and 
flexible . 

7. Dr. Kissinger plans to brief the press so that they will have an 
understanding of what our proposal involves and will release the text 
of the proposal. 

8. Thus the initial press stories should get our position straight 
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rather than engaging in unhelpful speculation. 

9. Your outline which I forwarded to Washington raises no pro- 
blems with us. We note, however, it does not endorse the 
President’s speech and peace plan. This, of course, is essential 
and I assume that you intend to do so in your speech. 

10. We anticipate that Ambassadors Porter and Lam will follow 
up formally in Paris on Thursday, January 27. 

11. Can we get a fuller text on the section on peace plan. 
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